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THE NEWS-LETTER 


That this issue the News- 
Letter appears somewhat later than 
expected can blamed, like al- 
most everything else nowadays, 
the war. Our readers have shown 
praiseworthy patience, which 
shall try repay the prompt 
distribution the next issue. 
the mean time, remind our 
subscribers that contributions 
news and are always wel- 


may coin conceit, the 
function this news-letter, like 
medium exchance. contribu- 
tions the News-Letter 
yield higher rate interest 
than money can produce nowadays. 
One our seventeenth century 
friends like Jack Cleveland could 
carry the metaphor geod deal 
farther; trust, however, that 
the point requires more elabo- 
ration. 


1642-1942 


Cur concern with the grim events 
1942 probably accounts for the 
lack references this year 
the tercentenary 1642, year 
equally dismal portent. The 
forces set motion the events 


1642 have engaged great 


tury scholars; and not, may 
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James 


hoped, without benefit. 


Englishman 1642 had 
been atle see fifteen years 
ahead, would doubtless have 
been overwhelmed the bloodshed 
and misery come. The 
sweat, and tears would have blind- 
his eyes from discerning any 
baby just christened Isaac Newton. 


The study history should have 
the benefit perspec- 
tive viewing our own world, 
well viewing the England 
1642. Newtons are also 
being born 1942, and the long 
evidence for faith the future. 


NEWS FROM FRANCE 


One the most active scholars 
the field Enelish literature 
pre-war France Pierre Le- 
gouis. followed the 
lead his illustrious father, 
but devoted most 
his attention seventeenth cen- 
literature, especially 
den and Marvell. 


post card from him has recent- 
been received one our 
editors, containing the following: 


"So many and great events 
have occurred since Feb. 1939 
that not whether 
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have answered your very inter- 
esting letter that date.... 
During the fall 1939 and un- 
til July 1940, was serving 
the French army. the 
only work did common 
line during the winter months 
(those the "funny war") was 
hasty review Macdonald's 
bibliography Dryden. 
should have been printed 
Etudes Anglaises and actually 
sent off the editor when the 
German offensive Holland and 
Belgium had just started. Since 
then our periodical has not re- 
sumed its appearance. 


"Rather have 
been recalled from Dryden 
former flame mine, John 
Donne. friend, Prof. Lilje- 
Sweden, having asked for French 
wall miscellany, sent him some 
very futile 
Notes and Queries Donne's 
suppose they will 
come out before this year 
mention them only 
show you that, being entirely 
cut off from Paris intellectual- 
(and, moreover, publishing 
regards our studies being 
fall back such opportunities 
other countries offer. 


thesis for the Litt. Bor- 
deaux) finally came before this 
University (Lyons) few weeks 
before the war. Its title had 
been altered Comus Sa- 
tan, with companion 
The Effects his 
Life upon John Milton. Moraud, 
who had been lecturer one 
your universities, intended 
after the viva voce. have 
not heard since. He's 


rather man letters than 
scholar, but has talent, 


mind. 


"By the way, have recently 
heard the publication 
book Marvell (by "two Girton 
women," Oxford friend in- 
review if... But these are 
the least consequences our 
collapse." 


This card was posted Nov- 
ember, 1941, unoccupied Bance, 
and America six months 
later. testifies that,despite 
the ruin war, the spirit 
scholarship can kept alive 
the will persists. 


ENGLISH PRINTING THE CONTINENT 


One recent acquisition the 
Yale Library possesses particular 
interest for seventeenth-century 
more hundred printed 
the continent English be- 
tween 1546 and 1700. Seventy- 
century imprints, all but ten 
which are before 


the volumes were printed 
for the Catholic 
Colleges. Since the names 
twenty different cities appear 
the imprints, the books contain 
important evidence for the histo- 
rian printing. 


The collection was formed 
bibliographer. the books 
are not found the British 
wuseum the Podleian, that 
count the thirty volumes 
this category already owned 
Yale, the collection probably 
the most complete existence. 


BUNYAN DOCUMENTS 
Among the numerous interesting 


manuscripts offered for sale 
Quaritch's Catalogue 594 were (i- 
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50) two lists prisoners 


the “County Bedford, 
lists containing the name 
John Bunyan. They settle ques- 
tion some importance, namely 
whether Bunyan the county 
from 1668 1672, and not, 
some biographers haw suggested, 
the Bridge (town) Prison. 
Manuscripts from other catalogues 
will listed the next issue. 


GHOSTS? 


One the longest lists ti- 
tles Who's Who found under 
the name Montague Summers. 


Nearly all Restoration scholars 
have had occasion consult his 
books one time another, and 
students earlier and. later per- 
know him reputation. 


Gerhart Alleman (Wallingford, 
Pa.) has sent the following note 
the subject: 


"Some the books listed 
Summers Who's Who are other- 
wise unknown the 
scholarship. After searching 
through the Union Catalogue 
the Library Congress, the 


other bibliographical tools,. 


have been unable find other 
traces the following: 


Great Mistress Romance, 
1917. 


tion, 9. 


Architecture and the Gothic 
Novel, 


Huysmans and Chartres, 
1932. 


Sheridan Fani and 
his houses, 


press Morocco and The Female 


liudibras, Part 


Prelate, 1933 


The Days Dryden, 1956. 


The Black Mass, 1936. 

"The editions the two Set- 
tle plays pose additional 
problem, for Who's 
mers dates them 1935, whereas 


tion Drama gave the date 


1935 for both plays. 


these volumes printed 
privately (very privately)? 
Are they perhaps yet manu- 
script? can that they 
represent work still 
tion? preoccupation 
with magic may somehow 
volved the mystery, 
these volumes may ghosts, 
known only Summers himself 
they are indeed flesh and 
blood, many Restoration stu- 
dents would like their 


SOLUTION THE LITBRARY PUZZLE 


The literary detectives among 


our subscriber had little diffi- 
culty identifying the 
which the manuscript notes the 
May issue belong. earliest 
reply came from Marjorie Nicolson 
(Columbia), who wrote 


greatest livine detective fans, 
zle. The notes are Butler's 
Canto III. 


a.dead 
That line should have 
been left out make nice 
and hard, for 
Word the Knight 
ately, love with, and never 
fail'd use it,upon all pos- 
sible 


suppose micht well 
reply this criticism with the 
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rest of- the 
therefore omit it, when 
fell the way, had argu'd too 
great Neglect his Learning, 
Parts, though means 
more than perverse Humor 


Others who sent 

lutions were Woodbridge 
as), Dixon (V. Ches- 
ter Cable (Chicago), Chester 
Shever (Oberlin), Donald Dorian 
Beer (London), Craver 
(Miami), Homer Nearing 
School), and Frederick Taft 
(Case). 


The notes are written 
the end papers copy the 
first edition Hudibras (1663) 
owned the Yale One 
solver suggested that they were 
either the original notes (or 
copy) made learned 
and worthy clergyman (who) after 
reading with attention, 
had compiled set observati- 
ions, with design reprint the 
poem, and subjoin his own re- 
marks," spoken Dr. “ash 
the preface his 1793 edition 
the poem. The majority the so- 
lutions, however, recognized that 
the manuscript notes are definite- 
derived from the annotations 
the 1674 and following editions. 
Other pages the original make 
this fact abundantly clear. 


one suggested that the notes 
might Butler himself. Mr. 
Cable compared them with Butler's 
hand and found noticeable differ- 
Griffith dated the 
between 1€74 and 16803 
the 1690's handwriting had changed 
slightly. 


Only one solver, Mr. Cable, of- 
fered the same conclusion that 
the editor had when se- 


lecting the volumes serve 


"The most probably explanation 
that these are notes copied 
into the first edition from the 
1674 editim someors who wanted 
brirghis old copy date. 
The mystery did re- 
mains the end mystry." 


MORE PUZZLES? 


The editors were pleased the 
wide interest shown subscribers 
the Hudibras They 
were somewha perplexed, however, 
the attitude one writer who 
His complaint was that "the only 
good reader would get out it. 
would the fun answering 
new knowledge anybody. 


this issue, therefore, are 
offering two puszles, the Enigma 
reproduced page six and 
tors completely stumped. has 
been working manuscript copy 
attack Milton's Defensio 
dated about 1658. The author 
the attack gave his name 
biorix Ariovistus," for the title 
begins An- 
opposite this part the title 
another hand has identified the 
author writing, Henr. 
Erastii." one Milton's 
contemporaries here alluded 

Queries similar nature will 
welcome. 

AMERICAN CHECKLIST 

Within few months the Univer- 
sity Michigan Library will pub- 
lish Checklist American Cop- 
ies Books. The work has 
been done with supplied 
the Carnegie Corporation. 
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preliminary list 
followed representing 
copies some twenty American 
copies the and reports 
the Union the Li- 
brary Other reports 
have since been received from 
thiry more libraries, instituti- 
and private. Some the 
libraries very large col- 
lections this field also sent 
additions and corrections 
the preliminary list. 


for checking 


charge the work, states that 
been located the survey. Nu- 
merous variant issues have also 
tles not listed the 


attempt has been made re- 
cord Proclamations the check- 
list, though some have been re- 
ported. The most serious gap 
otherwise every important classi- 
fication has been coverea the 
American checklist. 


THE 


The Institute, its 
Rudolf Kirk Rutgers) 
reports, held its fourth session 
University over the 
Labor Day week-end. spite 
the difficulties transportation 
and the many activities imposed 
the potential memberehip the 
wer, 111 
the atmostphere the session 
previous The program 
cluded sections As- 


pects Literary Theory," 
lems Fhilosophical Criticism," 
"Interpretation 


"Problems Authenticity and 
and two evening lec- 
tures “Approaches tle 


Although seventeenth- century 
scholars found some 


grist for their mills all the 
only two 
actually dealt with problems 
ovr own field. group which 
considered Authenticity and At- 
tribution, directed Bald 


(Cornell), included valuable 
Giles Dawson (Folger) 
"The Authenticity Written 


Material." 


this interesting paper Dawson 
the first public announce 
ment, beyond the walls the 
Shakespeare Library, 
many scholars believe 
seventh autorraph. 
This announcement, with the 
companying explanation, was 
brought with utmost modesty 
further illustration the 
methods and pitfalls estab- 
lishing manuscript authenticity, 
enough call forth articles the 
next morning both the leading 
New York newspapers. Seventeenth- 
century students may amused 
know that the point which Dawson 
was illustrating citing the 
methods used identify this 
Signature the poet was com- 
pletely omitted from the 
ers' accounts. Only the Shake- 
epearean illustration survived. 


The other paper particuler 


(Chicaco), "Authenticity 
and Attribution the Jacobean 
and Caroline Drama." the most 


interesting fashion Pentley 
cussed and the rela- 
tive value for the scholar 
such well-known 
Stationers' Registers, the title- 
pages the dramatic 
records Sir Henry Herbert, and 
other contemporary 
that these papers will 
appear the next volume the 


Institute Annual. 


sources 
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and courted moft, yet 

things, and yet the bound 

The Wile make their unwearied 

Bus Fools and Children freely 

life was fober like mime 

And mingle with full Wine. 

Elder than Time, and yet Virgin young, 

Who fire the Heart, and charm the Ear and 

Name every where ador'd 

The Purity, and Maid, 

bands and eyes and affraid. 
bough yet ranging every where 

always one, and yet all appear. 

Sons mine Chambers fill, 


every place and being dwell. 


The editors were informed Ju- 
University Secretary the 
Association, that 
the annual weeting the Associa- 
tion would held New York 
December 29-31 announced, The 
Seytember issue confirms 
had intended, one paragraph the 
Secretary's letter still 
nent: 


“Of 1424 national conventions 
polled, 69% expect 
ed; and the remainder, 
expect hold regional wmeet- 
ings. distance mass trav- 
the but would not 
occur any extent 

The following statement about 
seventeenth- 


the meeting the 


century has come from 


Rudolf 

are nearly complete, The gen- 
eral topic and three 


papers will consider separate 
phases the life and 
thought. The final details 
the program should ready 
announce the next number 
the 


ASSOCIATION 


The following items are offered 
Mercurius Britannicus, No. 74, for 
September, 1942: 


Filius, Paris, 1530. 
Bacon's copy with his boar-crest 
each cover, 


fluviums, London, 1673, Presenta- 


tion copy Sir Isaac Newton, 
bearing presentation inscription 
the titlepage, possibly the 
hand Henry 


71. Robert boyle, 
Cold, 1665. Presentation 
copy with inscription the fly- 
leaf, 


seventeenth-century manuscript 
presented Charles and bound 
with his arms each cover, 


Isaac Walton and Charles 
II, 
copy from Charles 


75. John webb, Vindication 
Stone-Heng London, 1665. 
Charles copy with 
signature the flyleaf. 


(to continued) 
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